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Why Use Mediation?

  It is con� dential
  It is voluntary
  It is cheaper than court proceedings
  It gives each person the chance to 

communicate their needs, wishes and 
plans in a safe environment

  You are in control of the decisions and 
outcome

  It can be used anytime even during court 
proceedings

  It usually results in more positive 
outcomes for your children

The Mediator

Family Mediators are trained to work with 
people whose relationship has broken down. 
They are neutral and independent. Mediators 
do not give legal advice but consider all 
options and will help to look for solutions.

Our Family Mediator also works as a Family 
Solicitor and has considerable experience 
assisting those going through a separation. 

What Does Mediation Cost?

The Mediator charges a � xed fee for the initial 
assessment meeting (also called a MIAM). 
The Mediator will provide an estimate of the 
costs at the outset and charges based on 
the time spent in meetings and preparing 
documents. Mediation is cheaper than legal 
representation.

You are in control of the costs. Payment is 
made at the end of each session and you 
decide whether you wish to continue with 
further mediation sessions.

Appointments

To make an appointment or to � nd out more, 
contact us using the details overleaf. To 
complete our online referral form visit www.
battens.co.uk/mediationform

What is Family Mediation?

It is an alternative way to resolve all issues 
arising from separation and divorce. A 
relationship breakdown can be one of the 
most challenging times in a person’s life. You 
may have to deal with:

  Children issues: how to tell them, where 
they will live, when they will see each 
parent or their grandparents

  Money: the home, income, debts, the 
business, pensions

  Your own feelings on the way forward
  Options for maintaining or ending the 

relationship

How Does Mediation Work?

  Each person is seen separately for an 
initial assessment meeting. This is an 
opportunity to discuss the process and 
decide whether mediation is an option 
for you

  If both people feel mediation is an 
option, a joint session is arranged which 
usually lasts 90 minutes. 

The Mediator will help the couple to 
exchange information and ideas to work 
towards solutions

  At the end of the process any proposals 
are prepared by the Mediator in a 
document you can both take to your 
solicitor for implementation

What if I Want to go to Court?

Family Mediation works for most people. 
At the MIAM (initial assessment meeting) 
the Mediator provides information about 
mediation and other dispute resolution 
options.

The law requires that you must consider 
whether mediation can help you before you 
can take a case to court. You will need to 
show the court that:

1. You have been to a MIAM to � nd out 
about mediation, or

2. Due to special circumstances you do not 
need to do this (these are listed on Form 
C100)

At Battens, our Family Mediator is quali� ed to 
undertake MIAMs. 

enquiries@battens.co.uk                        Follow us on: 
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Specialist legal advice & 
solutions, for whatever life 
brings - at home or at work

Yeovil
Mansion House
54-58 Princes Street
Yeovil
Somerset
BA20 1EP
01935 846000

Dorchester
Savernake House
High West Street
Dorchester
Dorset
DT1 1UU
01305 250560

Sherborne
The Bank House
Long Street
Sherborne 
Dorset
DT9 3BU
01935 814811

We are also able to arrange meetings in our Wareham o�  ce. 

Mediation is available at our following o�  ces:


